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Washington 

FLEMING ORDERS PAY INCREASE FOR 200,000 GARMENT YJORKERS 

Approval of the Apparel I n d u s t r y Committee's minimum wage recommendation 

i n c r e a s i n g the hourly wage r a t e s of about 200,000 garment workers l o c a t e d i n 

p r a c t i c a l l y every S ta t e of t h e Union was announced today by Colonel P h i l i p B, 

Fleming, Adminis t ra tor of the Wage and Hour D i v i s i o n . This i s the l a r g e s t 

number of workers t o be given i n c r e a s e s by an i n d u s t r i a l wage order under t h e 

Fa i r Labor Standards Act (Federal Wage and Hour Law), . • 

"The appare l wage o r d e r , " sa id Colonel Fleming, " w i l l have more widespread 

e f f ec t than any order ye t i ssued by the D i v i s i o n , VJage compet i t ion has prevented 

even the socia l ly-minded employers in c e r t a i n sec t ions of t h i s i n d u s t r y from 

paying wliat America cons iders a decent wage. Before dec id ing to i s s u e the order 

I c a r e f u l l y reviewed the ex tens ive evidence on tho economic and compet i t ive 

cond i t ions in the i n d u s t r y . The evidence leads me t o b e l i e v e t h a t ths p r i c e s ' . 

people pay for c l o t h e s , even tho lowes t -p r i ced garments, w i l l not be m a t e r i a l l y "" 

a f f e c t e d . From now on, economies e f f ec t ed by t h e i n d u s t r y w i l l not be accomplished 

by c u t t i n g wages ." • . ; s . . • 

The wage order e s t a b l i s h i n g minimum wage r a t e s of 32 -1 /2 , 35 , 37-1/2 and 

10 cen t s an hour for 26 d i v i s i o n s of t h e i n d u s t r y w i l l become e f f e c t i v e Ju ly 15. 

These r a t e s were recommended by a committee of 48 members, e q u a l l y r e p r e s e n t a t i v e 

of the p u b l i c , t he employees and the employers, and under the chairmanship of 

Louis Kirstein, Boston merchant, . ' " , . ' . 
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Colonel Flaming's order brings the number gix'-en v/age increases above 30 cent? 

an hour to more than 500,000. Previous wage orders issued have been for the tex

t i l e , hosiery, millinery, shoe, knitted underwear, end knitted outerwear industries 

The order •'fldll increase the payroll of cut-and-sew garment establishments by 

an estimated '̂ 10,000,000 a year. This brings the increase in payrolls by v/age 

orders based on industry coinmittee reconmendations to more than $25,000,000 a year 

Under the Fair Labor Standards A.ct the 30 cents-an-hoi;.r minimuia v/age whioh went 

into effect on October 24 last, increased the ijayrolls of the apparel industry by 

|5,500,000. The 1:10,000,000 increase under this order is in addition to that. 

Some 650,000 vrorkers are engaged in the apparel industry as defined in this 

order. The industry is carried on in 12,500 establishments aiid i ts annual produc

tion is valued at about -2,700,000,000. y y - r 

The divisions of the industry undor this order operated under 32 code 

authorities under the N.R.A. 

The industry as defined is largely based on the operations of sowing machines 

tnd employs a hipjh percentage of v/omcn v/orkors. 

More than half of the workers v/ho will bo given ivago increases undor the orde/ 

are in six divisions of tho apparel industry. 

Workers in the division entitled "Single pants of 100 percent cotton fabric, 

overalls, coveralls, and work shirts" for whom tho wajre ordor guarantoos payment 

of at least 32-1/2 cents an hour, numbor 66,000. Thirty-three thousand of these 

workers havo been realizing a lower hourly rate of pay. 

About 68,000 -ivorkers are engaged in the division listed as "Men's dress 

shirts, colltrs end sleeping w....ar," for v/hich tho minimum rato is 32-1/2 conts. 

About 28,000 of those '.TOrkors have beon mrking loss. , . . . , 
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Some 135,000 7/orkers are engaged in manufacturing dresses. The v/age order 

c a l l s for a payment of a t l eas t 35 cents an hour i n t h i s divis ion. Thirty-one 

thousand of these v/orkers have been making l e s s . 

Some 126,000 workers are engaged in raalcing men's and boys' clothing, including 

men's summer wash s u i t s . Some 13,000 of these have been making l e s s than the 40 

cents an hour ordered for th i s divis ion of the industry . 

Some 29,000 workers are engaged in naking ir i fants ' and chi ldren ' s outenvear. 

About 12,000 of these have been maicing less than the 35 cents an hour prescr ibed. 

Seme 30,000 workers are engaged in the d ivis ion en t i t l ed "'-Jonen's underwear, 

niglit v/ear and negligees raade of v/oven f a b r i c . " Some 11,000 of these have been 

raaJd-ng less than the 35 cents prescribed i n the wage order, 

Colonfel Fleming approved a l l the recommendations of the corranittee except 

those for tv/o embroidery d iv is ions . He found tha t tho embroidery recoramendations 

v/ere not supported by evidence at the public hearing on the committee's recomr-

raendations. 

Tlie committee recomn-iended t ha t man-ufacture of apparels under the def in i t ion 

in Puerto Rico remain at the statutorj'- rainimum of 30 cents an hour and Colonel 

Fleraj.ng approved t h i s recommendation. 

The effect of any miniraum v/age r a t e s v/hich might be se t upon the cotton • 

garment industry in tho South v/as the subject of extensive testLT.ony before the 

industry comraittee and. before the administrative hearing. The nvmiber of v/orkers 

:'! n the South v/hose hourly v/age r a t e s vdl l be increased by the oi-der i s about 

45,000 against sorae 145,000 in the r e s t of the country. Hov/over, the 45,000 

represents about 70 percent of the garraent v/orkers engaged in the South, v/hilo 

the 145,000 i s about 25 percent of those so engaged in the r e s t of the country. 

The committee recommended 32-1/2 cents for the manufacture of men's cotton v/ork 

c lothes , sh i r t s and v/oven under^vear, a major fac tor in the Southern branch of 

the industry. After revievdng the evidence and arguments of opposing cotinsel, 

Colonel Fleraing approved t h i s rccoraraendation. (4369) 
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Tho d e f i n i t i o n of the apparol i n d u s t r y inc ludes a l l apparo l , apparol 

fu rn i sh ings and a c c e s s o r i e s mado by c u t t i n g and sowing or embroidery p r o c e s s e s , 

excopt : Imi t t ed outerwear, k n i t t e d underv/ear, h o s i e r y , men's fur f o l t , wool f o l t , 

strc:v/ and s i l k ha t s end b o d i e s , l a d i e s ' and c h i l d r e n ' s m i l l i n e r y , f u r s , and boots 

and s hoe s . •. 

The d i v i s i o n s of tho i n d u s t r y and the minimiara wage app l i cab l e to each 

fo l low: 

MEN'S WEAR 

o n ' s and Boys' Clothing (40 Cents) 

The nicnufacture of men's and boys ' s u i t s , o v e r c o a t s , t o p c o a t s , t a i l o r e d 
uniforms, and men's suirmer wash s u i t s , not elsowherc s p e c i f i e d , from caay woven 
'r iatori; : ls or from purchased k n i t t e d m a t e r i a l s . 

Sportsv/ear and Other Odd Outorv/oar (40 Conts) 

The manufacture of mon's women's, ond ch i ld ren '? ; sportsv/ear and o thor odd 
outcrivui^r, inc lud ing v/indbro ake r s , lumber j a c k e t s , mackijir^ws and mackinaw c o a t s , 
melton j a c k e t s , b le j ike t - l inod and s imi l a r c o a t s , l e a t h e r e t t e coa t s and j a c k e t s , 
h^onting coats and v e s t s , r i d i n g c l o t h i n g , s k i - s u i t s and snovz-suits (oxcopt c h i l 
d r e n ' s s k i - s u i t s and s n o w - s u i t s ) , and s i m i l a r garments no t elsewhere s p e c i f i o d , 
from any woven m a t e r i a l s or from purchased k n i t t e d m a t e r i a l s . 

Loa-faher and Shoep-Linod Garments (40 Cents) 

The raanufacture of l e a t h o r , l e a t h e r trimmed, and shecp- l inod garments for 
men, women or c h i l d r e n . 

Rainv/ear (40 Cents) 

Tho manufacture of water -proof od garrnonts and r a i n c o a t s from o i l e d c l o t h 
or o the r m a t e r i a l s , whether -vulcanized, rubber ized , c r avone t t cd , or otherwise 
procossod . 
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Single Pants and Breeches Other Than Those of 100 Percent Gotten Fabric (37? Cents 

The manufacture of men's and boys' separate trousers or pants, broeches and 
knickers frora any fabric except that consisting of 100 percent cot-ton. 

Single Pan-bs of 100 Percent Cotton Fabric, Overalls, Coveralls and Work Shirts 
(32^ Cents) ' ' ~~ -, , 

The manufacture of single pants made of 100 percent cotton fabric; overalls; 
overall jackets (regardless of t y p e of fabric used in lining); racn's, boys' and 
children's coveralls; and work shirts. 

Dress Shirts, Collars and Sleeping Wear (32-? Cents) . .'.'V / 

The manufacture of racn's and boys' dress shirts, sport shirts, flannel shirtc 
blouses, collars and sleeping v/ear frora any v/oven fabric or from any purchased 
knit fabric. 

Men's and Boys' Unden'/ear of YJoven Fabric (32-̂ - Cents) • ., 

The manufacture of men's and boys' undenvear from any v/oven fabric. 

WOMEN'S ;TEAR ' 

Cloaks, Suits and Separate Skir ts (40 Cents) 

The manufacture of v/oraen's, misses ' , j un io r s ' and chi ldren ' s coats, reefers , 
jackets , capes, v/raps, r iding hab i t s , knickers, s u i t s , t a i lo red ensembles, sk i r t s 
and jioraper s k i r t s , from any v/oven raaterials or frora purchased laii t ted mater ia l s . 

Presses (35 Cents) 

The manufacture of v/oraen's, misses ' and jun io r s ' dresses, frocks, gams and 
dressmaker ensembles, for v/hatever use, frora any v/oven mater ials or frora purchased 
knit ted raaterials. 

Blouses, Shirtv/aists, Nccla/ear and Scarfs (35 Cents) 

The raanufacture of women's, misses ' and jun io r s ' blouses, b louse t t es , v/aists, 
shir tv/ais ts , tunic blouses, ves-tees, guimpos, g i l e t s ; v/ora.en's, misses ' , j un io r s ' 
.and chi ldren ' s neckv/ear, toppers, scar fs , ruff l ings and ruchings, and similar 
garments frora any v/oven raaterial or from purchased kni t ted mater ia l s . 
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Corse ts and Al l i ed Garments (35 Cents) ' ' -

The manufacture of c o r s e t s , s t e p - i n - c o r s e t s , b r a s s i e r e s , bandeau -b ra s s i e ro s , 
g a r t e r - b e l t s , g i r d l e co r so t s or s t e p - i n - c o r s e t s a t t ached to b r a s s i e r e s or bandeau-
b r a s s i e r e s , c o r s e l e t s , foundat ion garments, a l l s i m i l a r body-support ing garments 
and corse t acces so r i e s from whatever m a t e r i a l . 

Underwear, Nightwear and Kogligeos made of Woven Fabr ic (35 Cents) 

The mcaiufacture of -women's, m i s s e s ' , and c h i l d r e n ' s u n d e r s h i r t s , p a n t i e s , 
bloomers, s t e p - i n s , a t h l e t i c underwear, s l i p s , p e t t i c o a t s , chemises, nightgovms, 
pajamas, n e g l i g e e s , housecoa t s , bod j a c k e t s , wa i s t s u i t s , end i n f a n t s ' underwear, 
from any v/ovon m a t e r i a l s . 

I n f r j i t s ' and C h i l d r e n ' s Outerwear (35 Cents) . . . • ; . • 

The manufacture of i n f a n t s ' and c h i l d r e n ' s d r e s s e s , s k i r t and blouso s u i t s , 
rompers, c r e e p e r s , sportsv/oar end p l a y a p p a r e l , inc lud ing s u n - s u i t s , gym-su i t s , 
snow-su i t s , s k i - s u i t s , s lacks snd beachv/ear, i n f c j i t s ' outers'/oar, b ro the r and 
s i s t e r s u i t s , baby boys ' end boys ' wash s u i t s end s i m i l a r i n f a n t s ' end c h i l d r e n ' s 
garments not elsov/horo s p e c i f i e d , from any v/ovon m a t e r i a l s or from purchased 
m a t e r i a l s . 

Robos (55 Conts) 

The manufacture of men ' s , women's and c h i l d r e n ' s ba th , lounging and beach 
robes and dress ing gowns, from caay woven m a t e r i a l s or purchased k n i t t e d m a t e r i a l s . 

Washable Service Apparel (35 Cents) 

Tho manufacture of women's v/ashable servico uniforms, inc lud ing w a i t r e s s , 
n u r s e s ' , and maids ' imiforms, aprons, j a c k e t s , -rnd smocks, end s i m i l a r washable 
s e r v i c e garments not elsev/here spec i f iod ; rjid t h e manufacture of men's washable 
se rv i ce uniforms (except t a i l o r e d uniforms) whether as separa te coa t s or t r o u s e r s , 
or as combinations thereof , end similej- washable se rv i ce garments not clsowhoro 
s p e c i f i e d . 

ACCESSORIES AND SPECIAL PRODUCTS 

Caps and Cloth Hats (40 Cents) 

The manufacture of men's cjid boys ' ha t s or c aps , (excopt men's and boys ' 
f u r - f o l t , w o o l - f e l t , s traw, and s i l k and opera ha t s vnd bodies) from vny woven 
m a t e r i a l , any purchased k n i t t e d m a t e r i a l , l e a t h e r , l oe i t he rc t t e , or any combina
t i o n of such m a t e r i a l s , i nc lud ing , but v/ithout l i m i t a t i o n , uniform caps , a v i a t i o n 
caps , ejid shop and r a i l r o a d caps; ejid inc lud ing tho mcnufacturc of cê p v i s o r s , 
bands and br ims, end the manufacture of sweat bands from cny m a t e r i a l o thor than 
l e a t h e r . 
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Belts (40 Cents) y '"''y 
* . • 

The raanufacture of men's, boys', woraen's, raisses' and children's separate ' 
belts frora leather, iraitation leather,- or other material or fabric. 

Covered Buttons and Buckles (35 Cents) 

The raanufacturing process of covering buttons and buckles -ivi-th cloth, leather 
or similar materials. 

Garters, Suspenders and Arra Bands (35 Cents) 

The manufacture of garters, suspenders, arm bands, and other elastic v/oven 
products (except orthopedic and athletic) from v/ebbing, leather, or other material. 

Ladies' Handbags (35 Certs) 

The raanufacture of ladies', misses' and children's handbags, pocketbooks and 
purses frora any raaterial of any kind or nature; except metal handbags, pocketbooks, 
purses and mesh bags. 

Artificial Flov/ers and Feathers (35 Cents) 

The manufacture, processing and fabrication of artificial flov/ers, buds, 
foliage, fruits, plants, and feathers, or parts thereof frora any material; and 
the preservation and processing of natural flov/ers and feathers. 

Men's Neckwear and Scarfs (35 Cents) 

The raanufacture of men's and boys' neckties, scarfs and mufflers fron any 
woven raaterials or frora purchased knitted raaterials. 

Gloves and Mittens Other Than Work Gloves and Mittens (35 Cents) 

The raanufacture of all gloves and mittens (except athletic) other than v/ork 
gloves and mittens, from leather, v/oven or knit-ted fabrics or from any combinations 
of these materials. 

Work Gloves and Mittens (32-̂  Cents) 

The manufacture of work gloves and raittens from fabric, leather, or fabric 
and leather combined, or knitted materials. 

Handkerchiefs (32? Cents) -.,'--.. 

The man-ufacture of men's, v/ome*i's and children's handkerchiefs, plain or 
ornamented, from any raaterials. 
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The appare l i n d u s t r y committee vras appointed Docombor 19, 1958, e.ftcr 

s eve ra l months of n e g o t i a t i o n s and i t s t a r t e d i t s d u l i b o r a t i o n s on January 31 , 

1939. Oidng t o t h e groat complexity of the appare l problem, i t was decided 

t h a t four subcoraraittees should study .and r ece ive evidence v/ith r e spec t to t h e 

va r ious branches of tho i n d u s t r y . At tho conclusion of a s e r i e s of subcommittee 

meetings extending ovor a poriod of months, tho coaimittee as e. v/holo raot in ,, 

June, 1939, to r e c e i v e tho rc^jorts ê nd recomnondations of the subcommittees. 

Tho f i n a l r epor t vnd rocommendations of the committee, covering the var ious 

di -vis ions , v/as submitted to the A d n i n i s t r a t o r in September, 1939. 

Pub l i c hearinj;s on theso recommendations s t a r t e d on November 13, 1939, and 

extended to Jrnuary 10, 1940, during v/hich time hundreds of i n t e r e s t e d p a r t i e s 

v/ere heard and n e a r l y 6,000 pages of tes t imony we.s t aken . After i n t e r e s t e d 

p a r t i e s had been given Op^^crtunity to f i l e b r i e f s v/ith the A d n i n i s t r a t o r , they 

were permi t ted t o p re sen t o r a l argument before him. This o r a l arguraent took 

p lace for th reo days beginning March 13, 1940. The Adn in i s t r a to r considered the 

e n t i r e record and consul ted vdth s t a f f nenbers over cji extended pe r iod . An . 

opinion of 450 pages w i l l bo issuod in connect ion wi th tho ordc«if ; ,' -\ ' 

# # # # # 
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